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Names of Families Hiatqmy,Bmgs,Hold
Spoken Casually in Cum-
‘mins Creek Village.
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221 d war g in the sun of a peacetime world, Round Top, |

* Texs looks down in somnolent satisfaction upon the fertile llni'ldl! of Cummins |
k bottom, indifferent to the years that are chalked against it, hardly |

— R

Automobiles hum through the tiny town quicker than you ean &

s v say “Jack
Robinson, and trucks rumble along at a frightening speed, but Time, the
 fleetest tourist o.t them all, must have looked neither to the right nor to the
left as he tore his destructive way along toward greater spoils. ’

whs home to many & hero of the"
_ epublic, has changed but little
‘through the years, -Ite oldest build-
are amazingly intact, and the
names of families the history books
record as pioneers are called casually
s the children’s children of those
‘early mén and woman pass the time
of day. 5 i
From the edge of Round Top, over
tops of gnarled and aged frees
at hug the hillside, one can look
down into the bottom lands of
‘the most historically important
~ of Texas—Cummins = creek,
‘which Stephen  F.  Austin,
of the first colony in Texas,

in Round Top—then called |
nd's,” that these men built
homes for their families, and to
v those who survived the battles
d bardships of early Texas days re-
_for rest and shelter in the de-
Y dgitof their lives.
“this, the Centennial year
finished, Round Top and its
will not have been forgotten.
ik_ ‘have, for all time, a granite |
‘with g bronze plague dedicated
the memory of its citizens who con-
buted their services and sometimes
es to colonial Texas and the
blie.
es of early Round Top men

‘Gibson Kuykendall's com-
, and two, Stephen Townsend
Spencer Townsend, actually par-
in the battle of San Jacinto,
. Townsend, John P. Townsend
athaniel Townsend, through no
lieir_own, but they |
staiied to

mp in
rtant engage-

missed 'this impo

ntity of the Mexican prisoner did
- become known antil he was recog-

One of the oldest inhabited spots in 4

i

‘f g “Then, there was Tsanc Lafayette {

Hill, who not only fought in the battle
of San Jacinto, but who was one of
the state's pioneer railroad builders.
His grandson, George A, Hill Jr,
president of the Houston Oil com-
pany, is a resident of this city.

‘There was McHenry Winburn, who
fought in the battle of San Jacinto,
and was a member of many important
early fighting expeditions.

Fighting' Myers Fisher Jones, a
brother to John Rice Jones, who was
postmaster general of the republic of
Texas at one time, participated in all
the important Indian ecampaigns of
Fayette county. He served under
Burleson and Moore in the Santa Fe
expedition, and in the Sniverly expedi-
tion:

John Rufus Alexander, another
citizen of Townsend’s, lived to survive
all other members of the famous Mier
expedition. History has it that he
escaped from the Haciendo Salado—
scene of the famous bean drawing

episode—and made his way back afoot |

to his home in Fayette county, He was
one of the five men who escaped from
thie hazardous imprisonment at Salado,

One sign of the early habitation of

_ Townsend's—even before it was called

Townsend's—was the ancient. Indian
trail running from San Felipe to Bas-
trop. Later, it became a coach route,
and today it is @ road entirely ade-
quate for automobile passage.

There has been considerable dispute
over the matter of how Round Top
eame to be called such. 4 This is prob-
ably due to the fact that the town's
history may be divided into two defi-
nite periods, both of equal importance,
but, nevertheless, resembling each oth-
er no more than a crinoline frock a
shirtwaist dress of the nineties.

One was the period when American
colonists, under Austin, were building
the republic of Texas. The other was
the none the less important period
when German settlers poured into the
section to build up the present com-
munities which join hands through

“South Central and Central Texas as

“staunch, thrifty townships, filled with

self-dependent, efficient men and wo-

men, whose hardy progeny make fine,
ot e it

‘'Roand Top, say many of the present

3 “old-timers,” was named after a black- | -

shop which was octagon-shaped,

| e

| was needed.

since Fayette

This seems quite lkely,

county was a veritable crossroads|

4

country for any number of Ingdi
tribes going from north to south, No |’
certain tribe of Indiang has ever been
identified with - the history of the
county, but any number -of tri Jin-
cluding the Cherokees, the Comanthes
snd the Karankwas. Indians in the
Fayette county section were gupposed
to be extremely aggressive, and left a
trail of white man’s blood in their
wake as they moyed to fresh hunting
grounds. Ry

Into German Community. g

Tt was in the middle fifties that |
Round Top developed into 8 German
community, after the Society for the |
Protection of German Immigrants in ||
Texas had purchased the old Nassau
plantation, two miles below Round
Top, in the forties. Much ,of the
German settlement took place between
1845 and 1847. A large body of Ger-
man noble folk settled on.the Ndssau
Jands consisting of 4428 acres which
one Count Boos-Waldeck bougﬂ_-;ﬁlr

54,000 gulden or $22,000, according to
Mortiz Tiling, in his “German Ele- |
ment in Texas.” ? s a
Early German settlers whose names
go onthe Round Top rolls of hn?dy
pioneers include George Fricke, & yet-
eran of the Mexican war, who L
ander General Winfield Seotts C: E.
mer, the Weyand family, William
“on_ Rosenberg, one Dr. Rankin, g.tho
White family, ther_gxl_ug__tggh.._
Colonel I: L. Hill, w{.
Ferdinand Kneip, Henry Kneip, '
Adolph Kneip, “Charles Schiege,” Rol
ert Zapp, O. Henkel, one Mr. Weiks
Rev. John G. Lieh and fKe
B e A v
Tt was not until after the Civil |
war that the mneed for organization
of the little town was felt. ]
A group of transient Ooniedeutel
“gorillas,” termed by the inhabitants
las “rowdies,” ' made a2 camp in the

When they needed supplies, they ter-]
rified the citizenry by riding into |
town, shooting out. all the window |
lights, and holding up the merchants
in order to take what merchandise

At last, the town turned out
body to elect a mayor, and solve its !
‘problem, The mayor appointed buglers |
to stand on guard, and as soon as the |
“rowdies” were seen riding into town,
the bugles were sounded and every
man came to the town square, bring-
ing with him arms, The “rowdies” |
became less rowdy, and presently
moved on.

Mayor A. L. Krause told, in & re-
cent interview, of having heard a
Round Top pioneer mention that
Dnion soldiers were stationed there
following the war between the states.
“He even told me that two of them
| were buried on my land, but I did'
!not believe it until I found the graves
{down in the field on day recently,”
he said.

inl’

cedar brakes surrounding Round ‘Iopl_

{

‘corne

shooter right out in the 0]
didn't make any bones about
call to mind T almost had to use I

hen

ainst me an o il
the first time he saw me. I met
one night at a dance hall, and I said
to one of the boys that I'd better be |
gotting along, since it was late, I got
" lout in & hurry. And that night, the
man who was after me killed a negro. |
1 guess he was just thirsting~ for

blood.” ; A
Along in 1857, recalled Louis Rum-

agked for a suit of clothes.

credit,” Clark F. Groeter told him.
The youth snapped out his gun,

the suit of clothes. g Y
«Tt is kind of a free feeling you

get,” said the white-haired Mr. Rum-
mel thoughtfully, “when & place ge;.l
so old you can begin to talk about
'things that have happened in a free
|manner. It used to be these things

to discuss them much.”

the home of brave pioneers who cut
Ithe logs for the first ‘houses, and
fought battles for the independence of
Texas' people. !

It was the seat of the first boarding
!school in Texas, and a religious and
educational center that was ontstand-
ing in this section of the country in
the sixties and seventies. :

Church Was Built.

mel, postmaster of Ledbetter, who |
“remembers when,” & plnn‘};cr'l son |
walked into a Round Top store and |

i G

“Bogs said mnot sell anything on |

promptly shot Mr. Groeter, and—got

were #0 new we were kind of af!"u!{.d’ i

| Round Top was not only notable a8 |

| The spiditual and cultural guiding |

'hand of the community was Rev.|

o

resses

.

1

|8, group of Lutherans into a congregh-
Ition known as the Lutheran St. John's

chureh, and they held their meetings
several miles south of Round Top,

In 1861, the Rev. Mr, Lieh ao-

cepted a call to the congregation of ||
1an adjoining town, and the St. John's ||

congregation extended a call to Rey,
Adam Neuthard. He served that con-
gregation until 1865, when he moved
to the town of Round Top, the larger
part of his congregation following him,
Here they founded the Evangelical
Lutheran  Bethlehem  congregation, |
(which exists to this day. This con:
gregation was founded in January of
867, but even before this time, the
me of the church had {
d, in’ May, 1866, e

ay, 1867, ‘the church

#

N"e,ghnrd, whose name~ will
1 spoken lovingly among the
Round Top folk, and whose influence |

itself, like a firm but kindly
he life among the towns

- According to the church records, |
which have heen trunuln(edhfr;e:lqt(lllz |
German by the present pastor, Rey, |
Walter Kralik, in 1836, Rev. John G. ¢
Lieb, a pastor of the First Evangeli- |
{¢al Lutheran synod, brought together |

|




