THE CAPTURE OF SANTA ANNA

An item of Texas history that seems little known
by so few people pertains to the capture of Santa
Anna after the Battle of San Jacinto April 21, 1836,
Because of the hisorical significance, placing the
captors as residents of the Round Top area, it seems
most appropmnate to include it in this first 1ssue of

the Society's newsletter. Reproduced here is the
letter written by Santa Anna's captor, Joel W.
Robison, as he wrote to William Carey Crane who
published "Life and Literary Remains of Sam
Houston" when he was president of Baylor
University at Independance, Texas, in 1884.

LeTTER OoF JOoEL W, RoBisan,

“Roundtop, August 5, 1851,

“I have received a letier requesting me to give you the par-
ticulars of the capture of Santa Anoa in 1836, I& was as fol-
lows: On the morning of the 220d, the day after the batile, a
party was detailed and sent out under command of Gen, Burlo.
son. This party proceeded in the direction of the bridge ou
Vinee's Bayou. Oune object was to pick op any Mexicans we
conld find who had fled from the battle the evening before, and
particularly to search for Santa Anna and Cos. When we
reached the bayou we divided into squads of five or six peraons
in each, and went in different directions. The party I was with
consisted of six, all privates, 5o far as I know. Their names
were as follows: Miles, Sylvester, Thompson, Vermillion,
annther, whose name T do not recollect, and myself. From the
bridge we started down the bayou. After traveling about two
miles, we saw a man standing ¢n the bank of & ravine, some five
or six bundred yards from us. He, no doubt, saw us first, for
when we started towards him, he sat down cn a high place and
waited till we came up. [t proved to be Santa Anna. I was
_the only one of the perty that spoke the Mexican language, I
asked him if he knew where Santa Anna and Cos were. He

said, he thought they had gone to the Brazes. I asked him -

if he knew of any other Mexicans ihat had made their
escape from the battle, He said he thought there were
some up the stream in a thicket. 1 told him we would take
hun to the Americaafarhp: Hewas very willing togo; butcomn

he wanted to kill him to do so, bat he could not walk any furth-
er. I then took him up behind me and carried him lo camp,
some five or six iniles further. After hie got up behind, we en-
tered info a general couversation. He asked me if Gen. Hous-
ton commanded in person af the hattle; how many we killed,
and how mavy prisoners we had taken, and when they would
be shot. [ told him I did not think they would be shot; that I
had never known Americans to kill prisoners of war. He said
the Americans were o brave and generous people, and asked me
what I thought would be done witl: the priseners. I teld him
that T did not know, but the Americans would like the younger
ones for servants. He said that would be very kind, - He asked
me how many were in our army ot the battle. I said, some six
or seven hundred. Hetheught I was mistaken; that there must
be more. I said, No; and that two hundred Americans could
whip the whole Mexican army. ‘Yes,’ said he, *‘the Americans
are great soldiers.” I asked him if he was not sorry he had
come to fight the Americans. ‘Yes,' he said, but he belonged
to the army, and was compelled to obey his officers. I asked
him, if he was back iu Mexico if he would come to Texas any
more, He said, No; he would desert first. This brought us to
camp, when the Mexicans immediately announced his name.
He nsked to be taken to Gen. Houston, and was taken te him.
If you think these facis of sufficient interest, you can put them
in such ghape as you think best. 1 am yours

- - Very respectfully. 2
JoeL W. Ronisoy

plained of being very tired, I asked it he was an officer. No,
he said; that he belonged to the cavalry and was not aceus-
tomed fo being on foot; that he was run very close by cur cav-
alry the day before and was compelled to leave his horse.
When we started with him one of our party dismounted and
went up the ravice to Jook tor the Mexicans spokea of by Santa
Anna, and Santa Anna rode his horse some two miles up the
road. The wan that weni up ihe road, finding no Mexicans,
then came and told Sants Anna fo dismount. He refused io do
it, and the man then leveled his gun at him, when he dismount-
ed. and asked me how fur it was to camp. Itold him eight or
nine miles, He said he could not walk so far. The yousagnan
then wanted to kill him, and I told him so. He then said he
wounld try and walk, but would have to go slow; and 8o we
started for camp, and the man got behind and would prick him in
the back with bis spear and make him trot for some two or throe
miles. Santa Annpa then stopped, and, appealing to me, said if

Bavlor University at Independence. Sketch made probably
in the 1880%.

After Santa Anna was brought to General Sam
Houston he requested of the General to allow him to
visit with the soldier that brought him. General
Houston granted the request and summoned Joel
Robison. As a sign of gratitude for letting him nde

behind his horse Santa Anna gave Robison a small
bundle he carned. It was later discovered to be
Santa Anna's gold brocaded vest. It became the fad
in those days for young men to get married in the
vest. Through this lending the vest became lost.

Thought fof Today:

"There is no incident on record in which an individual or a nation advanced socially,
culturally, politically, economically, morally or scientifically without the vital ingredient of
opfimism. To strive for improvement in any endeavor requires optimism. A philosophy of
pessimism has never in the istory of mankind achieved one single posifive thing.

The philosophy of optimism transcends race. creed and economic station. It conflicts with no
refigion yet enhances the value of all religions. It is both simple to comprehend and difficult
to define. With aptimism an individual, a commmunity or a nation can accomplish that which
seemed impossible. Without it the struggle is lost before it beging.”

From the official history of Optimist International




